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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed on May 17, 2005 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. Status of Claims 

Claims 1, 8, 12-14,20-21, 28 and 29 are amended. 

Claims 5, 27 and 32 are cancelled. 

Claims 1-4, 6-26, 28-31 and 33 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-4, 6-9, 12-26 and 28-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Silverman [US 5,875,240]. 

Regarding claim 1, Siverman teaches an apparatus capable of providing 
network-based alphanumeric speed dial service shown in Fig. 1, the apparatus 
comprising: 
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a network-based database (111) including a table of stored alphanumeric speed 
dialing codes and stored phone numbers [Figs. 1,2; col. 5, lines 5-25]; and 

a network-based controller (i.e. processor-based switch 107) , coupled to the 
database (111), [Fig. 1 ; col. 3, line 65 to col. 4, line 17], capable of receiving a 
alphanumeric speed dialing code (i.e. abbreviated codes or spoken words or 
mnemonics associated with frequently called numbers ) [col. 7, lines 12-32], from a 
calling party and further capable of comparing the received alphanumeric speed dialing 
code to the stored alphanumeric speed dialing codes and if there is a match then 
enabling a connection between the calling party and a called party at the stored phone 
number associated with the received alphanumeric speed dialing code [col. 9, lines 7- 
47], wherein the "alphanumeric" is a set of characters that contains both letters and 
numbers —either individually or in combination [Fig. 1; col. 7, lines 12-32; Fig. 4A; col. 
7, line 37 to col.8, line 65; col. 14, line 22-31]; and 

wherein the alphanumeric speed dialing service is activated by the network in 
response to receiving a remote feature access code (i.e. activation code) [col. 5, line 54 
to col. 6, line 4; col. 7, line 56 to col. 8, line 3]. 

Claims 14, 20 and 29 are essentially similar to claim 1 and are rejected for the 
reasons stated above . 

Regarding claims 26 and 30, the limitations are shown above. 
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Regarding claims 6 and 21 , upon receiving new data, updating of the database 
in the Silverman system is inherently present. 

Regarding claim 2, Silverman further teaches the apparatus, wherein each 
stored alphanumeric speed dialing code is related to a name of a potential called party 
[col. 8, lines 23-36]. 

Claims 25 and 31 are essentially similar to claim 2 and are rejected for the 
reasons stated above. 

Regarding claim 3, Silverman further teaches the apparatus wherein the received 
alphanumeric speed dialing code includes at least one letter which is related to a name 
of the called party (i.e. called party ID) [col. 5, lines 26-39]. 

Claims 17, 23 are essentially similar to claim 3 and are rejected for the reasons 
stated above. 

Regarding claims 4, 7, 18-19, 24, the limitations are shown above. 

Regarding claims 8-9, Silverman further teaches the apparatus, wherein the 
apparatus is incorporated within a remote switch or server (108) from a telephone (103) 
[Fig. 1]. 
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Regarding claims 12-13, Silverman further teaches the apparatus, wherein the 
calling party uses an alphanumerical or numerical keypad to generate the alphanumeric 
speed dialing code [Figs. 1, 4B; col. 10, lines 5-38]. 

Regarding claim 15, Silverman further teaches the method, wherein the step of 
providing the alphanumeric speed dialing service with a plurality of alphanumeric speed 
dialing codes and a plurality of phone numbers further includes the steps of: generating 
a list of the phone numbers of the potential called parties that are to be associated with 
alphanumeric speed dialing codes; selecting the alphanumeric speed dialing codes that 
are descriptive of the potential called parties; and forwarding the phone numbers and 
the alphanumeric speed dialing codes of the potential called parties to the alphanumeric 
speed dialing service [col. 7, lines 12-31]. 

Regarding claim 16, Silverman further teaches the method, wherein the step of 
providing the alphanumeric speed dialing service with an alphanumeric speed dialing 
code further includes the step providing a feature access code along with the 
alphanumeric speed dialing code to initiate the alphanumeric speed dialing service [col. 
5, line 54 to col. 6, line 4]. 
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Claims 22 and 28 are essentially similar to claim 16 and are rejected for the 
reasons stated above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 10-1 1 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Silverman as applied to claims 1 and 29 above. 

Regarding claim 10, although Silverman does not teach expressly the apparatus, 
wherein the apparatus is incorporated within a home location register, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art , at the time the invention was made, to 
incorporate the apparatus with a suitable point including a home location register in 
order to accommodate the apparatus subject to circuit, system and design constraints. 

Claims 1 1 and 33 essentially similar to claim 10 and is rejected for the reasons 
stated above. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramnandan Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7529. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH (8:00-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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